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Area Assembly, 11-5-2022

SCAFG AREA ASSEMBLY
November 5, 2022
Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center

Opening
Dave B, Area Chair, opened the meeting at 10:11 AM.  Shawn S led the Serenity Prayer and Barb O read the 12 Concepts of Service.  The meeting had 77 participants; 47 signed in as voting members.  Dave B asked the members of Panel 60 to introduce themselves and thanked them for their service.

Chairman’s Statement – Dave B
Dave encouraged every member to consider standing for one of the elected positions.  He shared his own experience—“When I got busy, I got better”.

Delegate’s Report – Bob C
Greetings SCAFG Trusted Servants and Al-Anon Members!  Welcome to our first in-person Assembly since January 2020. What a privilege and a pleasure it is to be here with you.

It is hard to believe our time on Panel 60 is almost over. What an amazing learning process and spiritual rejuvenation the past three years have been. Al-Anon members in South Carolina and worldwide have been able to pivot to the ultimate plan B. We have been able to take many of our meetings to various virtual platforms over the past couple of years and continue our recovery in this wonderful fellowship. Many of us are beginning to go back to in-person meetings while at the same time realizing the convenience and extraordinary recovery offered by meeting electronically with Al-Anons from all over the world. 

It is my hope that we will be able to integrate many of these electronic meetings into our geographical service structure. We are close to this goal in South Carolina, having already established policies to make these changes. We have worked in committee on the procedural details and have submitted our ideas to AFG Group Records for review. I have posted these policies and procedures in the document entitled “scafg acceptance of electronic afgs” in the Delegate’s Corner of Member’s section of our website, al-anon-sc.org.  Password for the members area is “scarea50”.  

Also posted in the Delegate’s Corner are the latest reports from the Board of Trustees, which outlines the work that our WSO is doing. I will go over the highlights here, but please look at these reports for background and detail. All the information contained in these reports can be shared with the entire membership.

First, from the Chairperson of the Board letter.
eBook Update: The Finance Committee recommended, and the Board approved, that all remaining Conference Approved Literature (CAL) sold as printed books be offered as ebooks.
Strategic Plan: SLT presented updates on the 2022 Strategies to the Board. Additionally, SLT presented to the Board that they had identified, after thorough and thoughtful discussion, the need to either postpone or reduce the scope of the current Strategies. The adjustments to the Strategies are being made based on capacity of WSO Staff and resources. 
The following Strategies will be reduced in scope: • CAL Globally in All Languages • Updated and Translated Guidelines • Alateen Electronic Meetings. 
The following Strategies will be postponed: • Electronic Payments from Al-Anon Family Groups • Member Guidance Regarding Bequests • Phase 2 of the Online Store Upgrade. 
In addition to their regular responsibilities, here are some of the special projects WSO Staff are working on: • New Daily Reader, entitled “A Little Time for Myself”(including translation) • Translation of the Service Manual • Electronic Meeting Transformation • 2023 International Convention • 2022 Road Trip! • IAGSM in London • First Longitudinal Study.
Our World Service staff is amazing! The back of each Quarterly Appeal Letter is a wonderful place to see a more inclusive list of services provided by the WSO. Another resource is the Annual Report, which is the yearly update on what happens at the WSO. The Annual Report can be downloaded from Al-Anon.org.

From the Policy Committee:
At the request of the Policy Committee Chairperson, Jeri W.,  the Staff Policy Implementation Round Table (SPIRiT) presented a generative discussion as to “whether Al-Anon Family Group Headquarters, Inc. has the responsibility to reply to social media comments to correct misinformation.” The Committee addressed the pros and cons related to the specific question: “Do we (the WSO) have a responsibility to respond when incorrect information is posted in a public forum…and the Al-Anon name is used, but we haven’t been directly tagged?” Warranty Four, Tradition Ten, Our Core Purpose, and the importance of public outreach to our fellowship were considered. The importance of continuing to produce a consistent message on our social media sites was also identified. The Committee concluded the WSO does not respond in these circumstances.
From the Conference Leadership Team:
The 2023 WSC will be in-person, Thursday April 20 through Sunday April 23, 2023, at The Founders Inn in Virginia Beach, Virginia. As reported in the 2021 World Service Office Annual Report, the Board of Trustees passed a motion to approve a three-year trial reducing Conference to four days beginning in 2023. The Board and CLT listened to Conference member comments and are hoping to honor their request to reduce time away from personal and professional lives. Delegates are scheduled to arrive on Wednesday, April 19 and depart April 24.

And finally, from the Finance Committee:
Finance Update: The following update is based on the unaudited financial statements for the period that ended 06/30/2022
Revenue: Literature Sales-net…..$1,025,141
                  Contributions……………$1,324,217
                  Other Income……………$192,996
                   Total Revenue………….$2,542,354
Expenses……………………………………$2,897,203
Net Increase/(Decrease)               ($354,849)
Reflections and Insight: Does your group have a budget? If not, one could be created so the members can see what it takes to be fully self-supporting. Knowing how much is needed for group expenses such as rent, Group Representative expenses for attending Area Assemblies and District meetings and supporting the links of service that support your group—WSO, Area, District and AIS (where applicable)—is the first step. The WSO provides the Delegates each year at the World Service Conference (WSC) with details of how much it spends per group to provide services ($281.88 for 2021).

Now on to the business at hand today. First let me say that I feel extraordinarily grateful and humbled by the trust and support you all have shown me over the past several years. While I was AAPP on Panel 54, I got to meet and work with our trusted AMIAS and many of the Alateens. As the Group Records Coordinator/Alternate Delegate on panel 57 I got to know the Group and District representatives, where you were from, and when and where your meetings were. And for the past three years on Panel 60, not only did I get the privilege of serving you at the World Service Conference, but I also got to know and work with well over one hundred Delegates, Trustees and WSO staff in our efforts to spread Al-Anon’s message worldwide.

I have heard from a few that they regretted that I did not get the full Delegate experience due to the pandemic and having two of the three WSCs virtually. But let me assure you that I really feel like I got the full Spiritual bundle. The slogan Panel 60 adopted early on was “Panel Sixty, Making History”, and believe me, we did that on so many different levels. The one WSC that I was fortunate to attend in person will remain in my memory always.

There are many in this room today that have the experience for the service position of Delegate. Please consider standing, HP will qualify you if you are willing, I have no doubt.

As for my personal service journey, I am willing to continue serving SCAFG on Panel 63 in some capacity, but what that capacity will be, even at this eleventh hour, is unclear. I have been a member of our AWSC for many years, and I am also willing to honor the principle of rotation of service. I have faith in our collective HP that what happens here today will be what South Carolina needs to reinvent itself once again.

In closing, my message to SCAFG reminds me of a quote from our Al-Anon literature. “If the only prayer I ever say is “Thank You,” that will be sufficient.” 
Thank you!

Alternate Delegate/Group Records Coordinator – Nan M
During the period of my service as your Area Group Records person we have had several interesting years, but especially for Group Records. WSO has provided all electronic groups the full rights and responsibilities of being a very active part of the WSC as all face to face meetings have been in the past. In SC we have had many shuffles from face to face, to temporary electronic status.  Now groups are moving to face to face, some going just electronic and some hybrid. It has been both fun and challenging to keep up with the many changes that have occurred during this panel. In the Group Records area WSO is getting the programming ready for Electronic Groups to join various areas. We as an Area are meeting the challenge ahead of us to create a good working plan to include electronic groups to our Area and to our Districts if they are accepted by the Districts.  In creating a template of how this might work it is important to evaluate all the little nuances that could occur and realizing that nothing is perfect and that we will learn along the way. The recent motions passed at Assembly surrounding this are simply a good jumping off point. The task force responsible for this effort has shown a diligent and exceptional work to invite electronic groups into our area. 

I myself will not be choosing to stand for delegate for this upcoming panel.  I believe I need to be honest with myself and with the expectations of my present work environment. I do not think I can give the position adequate justice and passion that should be there from me. I will be glad to help my incoming Group Records Person in any way I can.  I also hold out the possibility of standing for delegate in the future when my work requires less energy or I retire. I have loved being your Group Records Person, I have enjoyed getting to know better my panel members, I do wish we could have seen each other more face to face but what do you do when there is a world pandemic. I am proud to say we have faced many challenges as a panel and would say most of the time we did fairly well. I especially thank the District Reps, the Group Reps, my Service Sponsor, my Personal Sponsor, Bob C. and Janet L. for all the personal help along my way and of course for your patience. You have not seen the last of me yet.

Now for the numbers as of November 5, 2022:
We have 108 Active Groups
We have   38 Inactive Groups
We have     1 No Mail Status Group

Finally, I cannot express how much I have both enjoyed and grown in this service position and it will be a gift for the next party that steps up.

Thanks again for all the service you do, the kindness you give and the love you demonstrate.

Approval of Minutes – Janet L
The Minutes for June 25, 2022 Area Assembly are posted on Area web site and were e-mailed to Groups.  Linda F moved to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Shawn S.
Vote to Approve:  Yes – Unanimous by show of hands, No – 0, Abstain – 0.

Treasurer’s Report – Linda F
I presented three reports to Area Assembly:  Income Statement, Group Contributions and Budget for the period 5/1/22 through 8/31/22 including the proposed Budget for 2023 – approved by AWSC on 9/10/22.
In Summary, the Al-Anon beginning balance was $25,780.49
Income for Al-Anon and Alateen was $4,893 (includes $1612.96 transferred to Alateen funds)
Expenses were $1,612.96
Ending Balance for Al-Anon was $28,015.63
Ending Balance Alateen was $7,190.20
Total combined Al-Anon and Alateen balance on 8/31/22 was $35,205.83, which agrees with the checkbook.
I will prepare the final reports for 2022 and send them to our new Treasurer before the AWSC in January. 
I have enjoyed the last three years serving as your Treasurer and would like to thank all of you for your kind words and generous donations.  I hope to see many of you at our Convention and future Assemblies.
With Gratitude in Fellowship Service.
Shawn S moved to approve the Treasurer’s Reports, and Sue J seconded the motion.
Vote to Approve:  Yes – by unanimous show of hands, No – 0, Abstained – 0.

2023 Budget - Linda F
Linda F presented the Proposed Budget for 2023 for approval.  Budget figures are shown in last column of 2022 Budget spreadsheet distributed by e-mail to Groups prior to Assembly.
*Please note that the packet I printed and distributed at Assembly contained a typographical error in the Proposed Budget 2023 column for Literature Coordinator.  It should be $500 and was inadvertently left out.  

The total proposed 2023 Budget for Al-Anon is $27,700.  The Ample Reserve is $8000, and the total including AR is $35,700.  The correct Proposed budget was posted on Area web site and projected onto the screen.   Wes B moved to approve the 2023 budget as submitted, and Cindy D seconded the motion.
Vote to Approve:  Yes – unanimous by show of hands, No – 0, Abstained – 0.

Rest Break:  Dave B called for a meeting break shortly after 11 and resumed the meeting at 11:18 AM.

Election of Officers
Dave reviewed election procedures.  Each group has one vote—the Group Representative or other person designated by group to vote.  Voting is by confidential paper ballot.  Election of Delegate and Alternate Delegate requires a minimum of two-thirds of votes cast.  Election of Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer requires a simple majority of votes cast.

Delegate:  Two people stood for office of Delegate—Barb O and Lindi S.  Each made a brief statement of her qualifications and goals for serving as Delegate.  After three ballots, neither candidate had two-thirds of the 45 votes cast.  Dave B offered the Assembly the options of casting another ballot or of having the choice made by lot as described in the Service Manual. He led the Assembly in the Serenity Prayer and then asked for a vote by show of hands:  
Cast another ballot – 10
Choose by lot – 24
The current Delegate drew Barb O’s name, and she will serve as Delegate.

Alternate Delegate/Group Records Coordinator:  No one stood for office, and Dave B announced the election of Alternate Delegate would be taken up later in the agenda.

Chairman:  Bob C stood for office of Chairman.  As suggested in Service Manual, confidential paper ballots were cast even though there was only one candidate.  Bob C was elected unanimously.

Secretary:  Jan R stood for office of Secretary.  Jan R was elected unanimously.

Treasurer:  Robbie M stood for office of Treasurer.  Robbie M was elected unanimously.

Dave B announced the election of Alternate Delegate will take place after lunch.

Lunch Break:  The meeting broke at 12:30 and resumed at 1:33 PM.  Dave announced two meetings during lunch break—the 2023 Convention Planning Committee in Carolina A and the initial meeting of Districts 3, 4, and 5 for 2024 Convention in the Courtyard.

Election of Officers continued:
Alternate Delegate/Group Records Coordinator:  Lindi S stood for office of Alternate Delegate.  She was elected unanimously.

Technology Task Force:  
Bob C, Task Force Chair, reported they met by Zoom several times since September 10 when AWSC reactivated the Task Force.  The procedures for admitting electronic groups to Area 50 are posted on the Area web site in the Delegate’s Corner.  WSO has revised its web site so that electronic groups can register as part of Area 50 beginning November 8.

Area Alateen Coordinator - Lindi S
We held our 46th Alateen conference on July 29Th at Camp Kinard. We had 14 Alateens and 10 AMIAS attend for the whole weekend. Saturday’s attendance was 7 Al-Anons and 1 AA. We had 5 Alateen groups participate in the weekend. Total cost for conference was $2760.25. A After applying the $908 deposit it left a balance of $1852.26. We paid the total with a combination of checks and cash. This cost reflects a 20% discount given because of a booking issue. We also received a 50% discount for the pool usage. They are now charging for the pool. We also saved $158 by providing Saturday’s supper. I turned over $778.00 back to the treasurer and a expense report for $211. Our treasurer also received $900 in donations for camp. We will apply this to next year’s conference as prices are increasing. We looked at several other venues but they did not offer the amenities that Camp Kinard has. We are looking to book next year’s conference this month to make sure we have a venue.

We elected a new Alateen Area Representative and an alternate. Breanna B for The Monck’s corner group is a current state rep and Glynnis B is the alternate. Glynnis B is also scheduled to be next year’s speaker at our Al-anon convention and Breanna B is slated to be the Alateen speaker at next Year’s AA convention

We have trained 2 more AMIAS in the past 2 weeks and have 5 more working on getting certified in our area within the next several weeks. Anyone interested in being an AMIAS can contact me or Shawn Short or your district’s Alateen coordinator about the process or even your district representative.

We are working with next year’s convention committee on Alateen participation. We have hard copy registration packets available. These packets are also available to download on -our area’s webpage.  We will be doing the best seats in the house fundraiser along with the best parking spots. How exciting!!

We traveled to Pawley’s Island and spoke briefly at an alcohol and drug awareness event along with Michael J about Alateen. Information was given to the Alcohol and Drug commission there and we found a former AMIAS there interested in being certified. Training is being scheduled.

I am still working with a foster parents group in district 7 and scheduled to go and speak to new staff members about Al-anon and Alateen. We also have provided a treatment center in Sumter with Al-anon and Alateen information and the business cards for them to give to the family members of the center.

Shawn and I have been sharing information with other areas about our certification process and our conference guidelines along with copies of our public outreach business cards. Our groups were invited to attend NC Alateen conference too.  Other areas have shared information that they use. It has been a wonderful experience

I would also like to express my gratitude for the amazing opportunity to be our area’s Alateen coordinator. I have met some awesome AMIAS and watched our area start to grow our Alateen program back. Although Covid threw some obstacles in our journey we still continued on. I am so grateful for all of you who helped me and encouraged me.  Alateen will always be a part of my recovery. Our area’s AMIAS are the superheroes of the program.

Alateen State Representative – Breanna B
Breanna shared experiences from Alateen Conference and from outreach events.  She will be speaking at next year’s AA Convention.  Breanna encouraged everyone to give the business cards with QR codes to teens to help them find Alateen. 

Public Outreach Coordinator - Lis B (no report; could not attend due to illness)

Literature Coordinator - Barb O
Thank you to the trusted servants and members for being here today. Thank you to the Chairman and Delegate, for giving me the opportunity to serve as the Literature Coordinator on Panel 60 for the SC Area World Service Committee. Thank you to my Sponsor and Service Sponsor for your encouragement. After the February 2020 Convention in Greenville, the Pandemic began to affect our Area, triggering health and financial concerns: illnesses, deaths, relapses, obstacles, and isolation. Our Three Legacies are Recovery Through the Steps, Unity Through the Traditions, and Service Through the Concepts. Virtual meetings helped me learn about how to apply the Legacies to problems. Even during social isolation, the virtual meetings and conventions brought us together; we found ways to remove barriers to participation, obstacles fell, solutions emerged, foundations were laid and bridges to recovery were built.

Over the past three years, Groups, Districts, and the Area have evolved. The World Service Conference and World Service Office continue to develop Conference Approved Literature, one goal is to digitize all CAL. The mobile APP links to the WSO website which can be viewed in English, Spanish and French; most books, pamphlets, magazines, audio and eBooks are available in 3 languages, orders can be made online
at the WSO; printed CAL now can be ordered online at the Literature Distribution Center in Raleigh. Printing and shipping delays continue. Does your Group & District have a Literature Coordinator?

· Al-Anon’s next daily reader, A Little Time for Myself--A Collection of Al-Anon Personal Experiences (B-34) debuts at the Al-Anon International Convention New Hopes, New Friends, Renewed Recovery in Albuquerque, New Mexico June 29-July 2, 2023.
· Groups at Work version 2, 2022-25 (P24) purchase print or free download.  The Service
Manual version 2. 2022-25 (P24/27) is a free download, print version available soon.
· All 35 Guidelines are being revised, 10 completed, download www.al-anon.org/members 
· Welcome Newcomer! - introduces first-timers to basic introductory information about
the Al-Anon program in an eBooklet format. Purchase via link at www.al-anon.org/bookstore 
· New Introduction to One Day at a Time in Al-Anon (B-6): The latest printing of the ODAT, will include a new Introduction, as conceptually approved by the 2021 World Service Conference. This Introduction, which gives historical context to the book, is also available as a free download at al-anon.org/b6. The new Foreword to the Dilemma of the Alcoholic Marriage (B-4) is available as a free download at al-anon.org/b4.
· Opening Our Hearts Transforming our Losses Audiobook (eA-29): this is now available in audiobook, softcover, and eBook formats. Many thanks to all the volunteer members who made the audiobook possible, go to al-anon.org/b29.

Web Master -  Shawn S
Online Convention registration & T-Shirt sales are under the Conference/Conventions 2022/2023 page of our website. 

When filling out the Registration portion make sure to click on the Submit button before going on to the order payment buttons below. 

When placing orders be sure to fill your cart with all items before checking out of your cart at the top of the page. The Shop buttons will open another page to place your order for registration, if you want to order a T-Shirt too, you have to click on the back arrow at the top of the registration page to get back to the T-Shirt Shop button, then once you order the T-Shirt you can click on the check out of your Cart button on the T-Shirt page to place your total order.

2023 Convention website online orders to date are; 17 Al-Anon Early Registrations, 1 Alateen Registration, & 11 T-Shirts orders. 

2023 Convention online sales from 26 Jun – 5 Nov 2022; gross sales $725.00, Fees ($26.13), for a Net total of $698.87.

On our Area 50 Meeting list we have 82 In Person, 24 In Person/Zoom (Hybrid), 24 Zoom Only, 4 In Person/Free Conference Call (Hybrid),17 Phone, & 12 Inactive.

 In the last month (30 Days) we have had the following traffic on our website.

Page Views: 4,642	Unique Visits: 2,342		Avg. Pages Per Unique Visit: 1.9093

Page Name					     Views 
	/find-a-meeting.html
	54

	/onlinecall-in-meetings--meeting-closure-list.html
	50

	/home page
	40

	/tools-for-recovery.html
	35

	/district-7.html
	15

	/just-for-today.html
	15

	/conferenceconventions-20222023.html
	12

	/detachment.html
	10

	/workshop-topics--meeting-ideas.html
	10

	/the-family-disease-of-alcoholism.html
	10

	/district-6.html
	9

	/frequently-asked-questions.html
	7

	/district-2.html
	6

	/literature.html
	6



Lots of Love, Hugs, & Blessings, Shawn Short

Area Alateen Process Person - Shawn S
We have 32 AMIAS in the State and 9 Active Alateen groups registered with WSO

Of the 32 AMIAS, we have 1 in District 2, 1 in District 3, 2 in District 4, 8 in District 6, 8 in District 7, 5 in District 8 and 7 in District 9.

Of the 9 active groups, we have 1 in District 4, 1 in District 6, 2 in District 7, 1 in District 8 and 4 in District 9. We currently have 7 of these groups with Alateens attending

We have 6 Al-Anon’s who have expressed an interested in becoming AMIAS’s in the state, of those 5 have completed the Background Check and are ready to schedule Training.

Lots of Love, Hugs, & Blessings, Shawn Short.
The Forum Coordinator – Teresa H
The Forum subscription numbers for SC for August are as follows:
13 group subscriptions
261 individual subscriptions
281 total subscriptions for SC
Teresa reported the on-line meetings with Forum Coordinators from other Areas have been interesting and helpful.

The Reflector Editor – no report

[bookmark: _Hlk108433534]Archives – Susan L
Susan explained that Archives does not have an Area Coordinator; it is actually a committee of Past Delegates who volunteer to manage the Area Archives.  Currently, Susan L, Nancy B, and Linda R are serving.  Susan encouraged other Past Delegates to participate.

From the Al-Anon archives website page it reads:  Look to the Past to Protect the Future– Al-Anon’s World Service Office archives “It is important to keep Al-Anon alive and to keep past growth as well as future growth.” a quote from Lois W., Al-Anon cofounder.

Purpose: The purpose of an Area Archives is to preserve the experience, history, and memorabilia of the Al-Anon fellowship from the beginning of the family movement in that locale. This history should be preserved so as to be available to the membership and the serious researcher, within the framework of our Traditions, for the good of Al-Anon as a whole.”

“Archival materials can be used for workshops at Assemblies, anniversary meetings, public information displays, and anywhere that you would like to share your Al-Anon history.” Al-Anon Guidelines G-30

We encourage each group to complete an initial or update their current Group History using form AR-6. Include a list of the new officers for the panel that started in January. 

Also, the Longtimer form AR-1 provides the Area with information from those members in the program 25 years or more. We suggest you retain copies for your group notebooks.  Susan asked for show of hands by those who have been members 25 years or more; she encouraged each of them to complete the Longtimer form to pass on their experience.

The storage unit rental fee remains at $756.00 for 2023 and is due by 12/31/22. This expense is reflected in the 2022 actual budget.

Issues addressed and recommendations pending AWSC action:
No AWSC motion log exists for committee specific motions. The motion process states the motion originates at AWSC and proceeds to the Assembly for a vote for issues affecting the fellowship. Structural and procedural issues discussed and voted on at AWSC affecting the workings of this committee have not been recorded. Suggest the Area look at this issue as questions of process and procedures have not been documented in the minutes of AWSC.

Work completed on SCAFG Area Motions Log by Category. It is posted on the Archives page of the website. This document is also color coded to allow easier access to current motions. The dates of these motions are highlighted in blue. Archival motions are highlighted in green. The committee found motions that are relevant and in use but need updating revisions; these motions are highlighted in magenta.

2022 SCAFG Convention – Teresa H, Chair
The 2022 Convention was held the first weekend in February 2022.  The convention venue was changed at the last minute to a virtual format instead of a face-to-face format.  Everything had to be changed promptly to be ready.  The schedule was changed from a 4-day to a 2-day format.  Many, many thanks to Mike M. and Shawn S. for taking care of our conversion.  Many hours were spent by the committee to make sure everything worked in time.  Without a wonderful committee who was willing to work tirelessly, the convention would not have happened.

We were able to refund our $2500 loan from the area and also contribute $3584.96 additional funds.  All materials have been passed on to the 2023 Convention Committee.

The final report is posted on the Area Web Site in the Member’s Area under Reports.

2023 SCAFG Convention – Ginger S, Chair
We have a fall flyer with more detail about speakers and workshops here at the Assembly and can take registrations by check or cash today. The registration and flyer are also on the website and registrations by credit card can be done on line. We have packets with raffle tickets, fundraising instructions, and picture of quilt, as well as a hospitality and registration flyers to give each DR today to distribute to their groups. We completed a site visit at the hotel in October. We are getting some supplies from past conventions today – thanks to those members who helped transport them here.  
We have 31 registered so far and have sold 17 t shirts. We are holding Thursday night speaker spot for new delegate, if they want to speak next year. Raleigh literature will set up a sales table at the convention. We will be using Mike Burns for recordings. We will check to see if Coordinators want to do a display at the convention. We have a draft program to review at our next planning meeting on November 12th. Districts 2 and 9 are working hard to provide a great convention February 16-19, 2023 at the Greenville Hilton!

District Representative Reports (in order presented)
District 9 – Lisa U
This past Thursday, November 3rd, long-time member Bessie Long’s husband, Jerry, passed away.  For those who would like to attend the service will be next Saturday, November 12th at Mackey's in Greenville, South Carolina. Visitation before the service at noon. There will a luncheon afterwards.

Our All Day, Seeking Serenity, was held mini style on Sunday, September 11th from 2:00 PM to 4:30 PM. This was a hybrid event with 50 people attending. We also had wonderful Alateen participation. 

Our district was able to support the 2 AMIAS and a few Alateens to attend conference this year. We are always glad that we can make that happen.

Our Public Outreach has been busy. Ginger placed 16 How Al-anon Works in Little Libraries (8 English and 8 Spanish) in Travlers Rest, Greer, Pickens, and Greenville. We purchased 250 Al-Anon Faces Alcoholism and distributed to the groups who will place them in the community.

There are 24 meetings currently registered with 3 of those meetings being Alateen.  One meeting, Carrying the Message closed and another meeting ready to register and participate with the district.  
   
Thank you all for your service during these last 3 year. I am grateful for this experience and know that it has allowed me to grow in ways I never could have imagined.  

District 7 – Robbie M
District 7 groups are maintaining various types of meetings.  Our district elections were held on September 17 with most of the positions filled.  We welcome Gaye Dupre as our new District Representative.  All district terms start Jan 2023.
Our Fall All Day was Saturday October 15th in Charleston.  The theme was Generations of Recovery and was planned and run by our local Alateens.  The AA, Alateen and Al-Anon speakers were all from the same family, it was very inspiring.  The whole day was great fun with a potluck lunch, workshops and raffle.
Last, we have had several groups that have been asked to address the issue of group insurance.  We had a member start to spearhead the research into District insurance for the groups and that is on-going.
Our upcoming district meeting will be a little bit of a different format.  As this is the last meeting of this panel’s term, we are going to do a celebration of service brunch.  All Al-Anon members are invited to participate to see what district is all about.
Thanks for the service opportunities!

District 3 – Chris H
Chris announced the Orangeburg groups, New Hope and Noon Day Serenity, will hold their annual Gifts of the Program on Friday, December 9, 6:30 PM at 590 Louis Street, Orangeburg. 

District 8 – Sue J
District 8 members participated in the Recovery Awareness Meeting in Georgetown in August.
District will meet this month for election of new officers.

District 2 – Pam P
Two groups in Spartanburg have closed, but a new group is forming.  A group registered in NC has changed its meeting location to SC and is now part of District 2.

Treasury continues to have ample funds.  District is making contributions to service arms and is also supporting scholarship fund for Convention.

District 4 – Susan O
District will meet Sunday November 13 for election of officers.

District has worked on filling leadership positions beginning with Groups.  Over 70% of groups in District now have a Group Representative.

District will hold its Fellowship Dinner on December 3.  Our last dinner was in December 2019 before Covid epidemic.

District 5 – Kathryn K 
Kathryn left Assembly early and sent report by e-mail.
We have finally had a district meeting and have elected some of the new officers.  They are as follows:
District 5 Representative - Diane H - Kershaw AFG
( Do not have an alternate yet)
District 5 Treasurer - Eileen C - Kershaw AFG  (will continue to be the Treasurer)

District 6 – Carol D
Carol was unable to attend due to illness.  The following is an update to her September AWSC report.
All groups are holding their own, either in-person, hybrid or virtual.
District 6 held a hybrid meeting on September 17 and elected District officers.  Julie H presented a mini-workshop on the Links of service.
The Beaufort Country AIS handed out literature at an Opioid Overdose Awareness Walk on 8/31/22.  Also copies of Al-Anon Faces Alcoholism with the AIS’s QR code attached are being circulated throughout Beaufort County.
One new AMIAS in the District has been certified.

Hybrid Technology Workshop – Shawn S
Shawn described the arrangements made to conduct this Assembly both in-person and on Zoom, noting what worked and suggesting changes for future meetings.
He offered assistance to Districts and Groups planning to conduct hybrid meetings.

Future Meeting Dates:
AWSC, January 14, 10:00 AM, via Zoom.  Date and location to be confirmed by Chairman elect.
SCAFG Convention, February 16 – 19, Greenville.  January 16 is deadline for early registration and hotel reservations.
Al-Anon International Convention, June 29 – July 2, Albuquerque, NM.  Registration opens on WSO web site on November 8.

Adjournment
Dave B expressed his heartfelt gratitude for the opportunity to serve as Chair.
Meeting closed at 3:00 PM.  Bob C led the Serenity Prayer and the Al-Anon Declaration.

Minutes submitted by Janet L, Area Secretary

Meeting Documents
Agenda (posted on Area web site)
Minutes, Area Assembly, June 25, 2022 (posted on Area web site)
Treasurer Report Spreadsheets: (posted on Area web site)
Income Statement 2022
Group Contributions 2022
2022 Budget 
SCAFG Acceptance of Electronic AFG’s (posted on Area web site)
Convention 2022 Report for SCAFG Final (posted on Area web site)
