
Minutes of South Carolina Area Assembly 

SC State Museum, 301 Gervais (Corner of Gervais and Huger Streets), Columbia, SC 

Saturday, – January 21, 2012 10:00 A.M.  Chairman – Jeri W 

Welcome – Opened with the Serenity Prayer - The Concepts and General Warranties were read by Becky L,  

Welcome to Newcomers – Jeri W. – There were 5 newcomers.  They introduced themselves and told where 

they were from. They were then given a big South Carolina Area Assembly Welcome.   

Approval of Area Assembly Minutes – Minutes from October 1, 2011, were presented for vote by Melanie 
M.  Changes to the minutes are as follows and an Addendum of Change was made to the October Area 
Minutes:  

Addendum of Change to the October Area Assembly Minutes during the January 21, 2012, Area 

Assembly: 
 

Reports for Mike M., Webmaster, and Nan M., Literature Coordinator, where placed in the Area 
Assembly minutes without a footnote stating that they were not in attendance at the Assembly or 
that their reports were reposted from the AWSC meeting minutes in August.  Melanie M., 
Secretary, was to make correction and in future mark reposted reports as “reposted” and if panel 
members were in attendance at Area Assembly. 

A motion to accept the minutes with changes made by Dale C. and seconded by Becky C. and unanimously 
approved.  

Treasurer’s Report –Fran B. – Fran B. went over the following information on the Treasurer’s Report.  
Beginning Balance is $9,122.78.  Income for the period was $3,496.55 and total expenses were $5,040.94 

with an ending balance of $7,578.39.  Motion to accept Treasurer’s Report as submitted was made by Kathy 
? and seconded by Mary Ellen R. and unanimously approved.   

Chairman - Jeri W. – Jeri made the following announcement:  (1) Lunches can no longer be ordered early on 
the day of Assembly.  So as a group we may want to think about ordering early as a group, like we use to do.  

We would have to have the order in 3-4 days in advance so they can order the food and have the manpower to 

prepare lunches.  This will have to be decided before the next assembly, No one will be able to order in advance 

today. (2) Dale C. would like a get together at lunch about the convention guidelines. If you are on the 
committee for these, please see Dale. (3) Committee 2014 would like to see about getting together and see 
her about getting something going.  Report: In less than a month, most of us will be in Myrtle Beach at our 37th

 

S.C. Al-Anon /Alateen Convention. The theme is “Quiet the Mind Open the Heart”.  That was my focus when I 
read page 20 in One Day At A Time.  It has several key sentences for me.  They are: “If only I can learn to quiet 
my mind before I speak!”, and “Patience can be acquired by learning to let go of self-will.”  

   Before the program I didn’t have these abilities ever.  Thanks to sponsorship and many positive examples in 
meetings and in service work, they are skills that I want to use on a day to day basis.  I’ve seen them work in my 
personal life, work life, and in this fellowship. For me these are ways of expressing love, respect or compassion 
towards another person.  It’s the chance to listen to my Higher Power and allow his words to come out of my 
mouth when I would make a mess of things if I thought I was in charge.    It’s the opportunity to discover that 

there is another way to do something – not just my plan.  But for all of this to happen, I must learn patience.  In 
order to quiet my mind, I must be patient with those around me as well as myself.  I fail miserably – no, I don’t 

fail - I just can’t be successful with each attempt.  Yet, I keep trying because that’s what learning is all about for 
me.  And who are my teachers?  I’m looking at them 

   Some quick items to consider: 

- Future assembly ideas (workshops, panels, a particular coordinator presentation, etc.) 

o Worksheet in the back of the room for your suggestions 



- Looking for Convention Coordinator task force members; primary purpose is to complete a 

thorough job description; contact person Barbara Ann McK, Jan R. or myself 

o Worksheet in the back of the room 

o Feel free to talk with Barbara Ann about the thought force conclusions presented at 

AWSC 

- Consideration of Assembly being from 10:00 – 3:00 for more projects and interaction 

between coordinators and Assembly members for various projects announced in advance 

- GR/DR booklet; other helpful guides for people in new service positions to make the 

transition easier  

- Working lunch 

 

Alternate Delegate - Joyce H. – As the year 2012 rolls in, so does the amazing fact that I have been in this 
position for already a year.  From the beginning our purpose was unity.  Just as Tradition 1 states, “Our 
common welfare should come first, personal progress for the greatest number depends upon unity.”  From 

The Twelve Steps and Traditions we read, “Unity presents not only the necessary climate for the growth of Al-
Anon as a whole, but also the atmosphere in which each member within the group may acquire peace.”  That 

has been my hope for this panel.  To help build the atmosphere that holds unity, peace and recovery.  If I have 
made myself a part of an Al-Anon group to get help, wouldn’t I be defeating myself if I allowed what we call 
personality clashes to interfere with my getting the full benefit of the program?  This is spoken in ODAT, the 
same goes for our AREA.  We all should have the same hopes and wishes to grow within ourselves, to learn to 
love each and everyone that comes through those doors, and at the end of these 3 years term, we all walk 
away better, stronger, and honestly feel the unity with Panel 51. 
 

Delegate’s Report – Jan R. -   Today my report will be brief.  I am starting to get emails from WSO regarding 
this year’s World Service Conference and it looks like there will be some interesting things going on with 
Thought Forces and Task Forces.  I have sent in my ranking of those I am interested in participating in and 
hope to find out soon which one or ones I will be involved in.  
     This year conference is taking place in Stamford, Connecticut and we will have the opportunity to visit 
Stepping Stones as part of our conference experience.  I am looking forward to this opportunity.  It should be 
exciting to see the home of Bill and Lois Wilson.  I am also looking forward to seeing the panel 50 and 51 
members I met last year and getting to know the new panel 52 members that are coming in.  There are no 
words to describe what being part of the conference process is like.  I know that I have learned a lot in the last 
year and hope to learn more this year.  The experience, strength and hope I have received from my fellow panel 
members, and the executive members and trustees has been invaluable.  

     I want to give a quick update on what we’ve been doing at Area World Service Conference (AWSC).  We 
heard from the thought force on a Convention Coordinator position and will be setting up a Task Force to go 
through the process of developing a job description for this position based on the recommendations from the 
Thought Force.  If you are interested in serving on the Task Force, please let Jeri or I know. 

     We heard from the convention committees for 2012 and 2013.  Our 2012 convention is almost upon us 
and I hope you have made plans to attend.  The 2013 convention is in the planning stages and promises to be 
another exciting convention to look forward to next year.  
     The Convention Guidelines Task force will be presenting their revised guidelines at the next AWSC for us to 
look over and see if they are ready to be presented to this body.   
    We went over the Alateen financials and heard a report on their conference.  They will be planning this 
year’s conference and hope to make it even more exciting this year. 
     We are looking for ideas of what you would like at Assembly in the nature of workshops/breakout sessions.  
Please let us know your ideas.  

     Finally, AWSC prepared a motion that will be voted on today regarding Action Committees.  Please feel free 
to share your comments during the discussion regarding this motion.  Please remember that we ask that you 
spend no more than 2 minutes at the microphone and only share once on the subject.  If someone else has 
already stated your opinion, please do not get up to say you agree unless you have additional information to 
impart.  
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013.  Information should be available at the WSO 

website this fall. 2012 looks to be a great year for our area.  I hope that you are as excited as I am about 
service in our Area. 

 

Alateen - Jan H. – Reposted from January 7, 2012 AWSC - Final Report on 2012 SCAC: A breakdown on 

the financial, member participation and election results is provided (at bottom) of this report.  Notable bottom 
lines: Income $4,869.07; Expenses $4,859.71; Balance $9.30; Members participating 52.  Scholarships 
provided: 14. (Thank you Al-Anon AFG’s!)  Many compliments were received throughout and post weekend. 
Some changes this past year included offering twice as many workshops as prior years in spite of fewer hands 
on deck. Last Area Assembly presentation by Ultimate Alateen on Self Inflicted Wounds was an excellent 

example of the kind of recovery experiences shared. Goals for next year include efforts to increase the levels of 
participation and support, research & enhance fund raising and encourage earlier registration.  

Website News - Alateen web pages have been seriously REVAMPED!  Thank you Mike!!! Please visit 
soon and note what is new.  They have been designed to accommodate the growing content of 
resources.  

Alateen meeting information is now available to the public by clicking on links from several locations 
on the website – from the home page, (About Alateen Tab or Find a Meeting – then at the bottom 

of the SC Map.  More detailed contact information is provided at the member’s only page where 

you will find sponsor contact information for the groups and the district representatives.   
Headers where members will find documents to view and/or download include:  

- Alateen Business Meeting Info – Copies of meeting notes on all business meetings since Jan 
2011 and including all (3) recent conference calls with group sponsors.  

- Alateen E-News Rules and FAQs  provides  directions to participate 

- Alateen Resources – From CAL Alateen Literature suggested reading to travel forms for all 
events through 2012 Convention. 

- 2012 SCAC (Alateen Summer Conference) Registration & Travel Forms …coming very soon. 
Note they will include 2 parts (as 2011) Part A & Part B  

- Alateen Service Certification – Access to all certified sponsors for all necessary forms required 
for Alateen Sponsor Training Certification & Alateen Group Registration Forms.   

 Welcome New Alateen Groups & Supporting Sponsors recently reported by AAPP Susan O.  
Each group is at a different stage of ‘Beginning’ in District 1’s Seneca & Anderson, District 6’s 
Hilton Head, and District 7’s Mount Pleasant.  As soon as a group is registered with WSO, the 
meeting information is made public.  Please check the website for updates and contacts.  
Other Alateen -- in the works:  

District 8 - Myrtle Beach held their annual all day at Myrtle Beach State Park inviting an Alateen 
workshop & speaker to present to their picnic fellowship this past summer.  Alateen Ashley C 
shared her story as part of a mock Alateen meeting with participating Al-Anons. We have heard 

there are members interested in getting an Alateen meeting going there with beginning plans to 
have an Alateen Sponsor Certification Training workshop in the near future.   
 District 9 – New Sponsor interest is also in progress w/Judy R ‘ S.P.A.M.’ Alateen group after an 

Alateen Sponsor Information presentation by Judy at their District meeting. 
Alateen Plans for 2012 Convention – Teens and sponsors from around the state are making 
plans to attend convention.  A schedule for Alateen gatherings in between the workshops and 
speakers is in progress and will be posted online prior to the event – and also available for pick up at 
the registration table and the Alateen Display booth.  A raffle is planned to help raise funds for the 

2012 Alateen Conference.  Please stop by their booth to meet some of our members and find out 
more.   

Plans for 2012 SC ALATEEN Conference:  Listed below are the dates established and contracted 

for two years at Camp Kinard.  The 2012 date has been submitted to WSO and will be published in 
the February issue of Alateen Talk – Alateens worldwide print newsletter. Alateen Talk is also being 
made available electronically to all sponsors at the WSO website.   

- 2012 SC Alateen Conference Jul 13-15, 2012 

- 2013 SC Alateen Conference July 12-14. 2013 

1) 2012 Theme: “Working on Ourselves in 2012” 



� �
 Sponsor& Groups working together:  A questionnaire (Participation is the Key to Harmony) is 
posted on the member’s only page of the website for download -- asking for members to 

participate in 2012 events.  We are looking for members to: make suggestions of activities 
they would like to see, lead workshops, share their story, oversee one of many interesting 
planned activities.  Among these include raffles, registration desk, help with decorations, 
fundraising, photography, scrapbook & displays and delivery of items to camp.  Please fill out 
and return to (Area Alateen Coordinator Jan H. or State Alateen Rep Gene W.   

  Area Alateen ARCHIVE Efforts underway:  Group Histories, Photos and retrieval of all banners 
has begun and remains important building of the Area Alateen Archives.  The area group history 
forms have been provided (electronically) to all Alateen Group Sponsors requesting their story of 
beginning to present.  To date we have received history from S.P.A.M. in Aiken and Easy Does It 
Alateen in Beaufort/Port Royal. Two down…10+ to go.   
Breakdown Report on 2012 SCAC Below:   
 

 2012 SC Alateen Conference  

 Gene W Area State Representative 3rd (1yr) Term / first ever 

 Danny B  Alternate State Representative 1
st

 (1-yr) Term 

 4,869.07  Total Income     

 4,859.71  Total Expense    

9.30 Balance  

   

$91.50   Cost per Weekend overnight  

$90.00   Fee charged per person   

$60.00   Overage costs covered by SCAC  

   

   

14   Full Scholarships Provided  Alateen recipients  

30 

Registered Alateens for weekend 
w/(2) overnights    

12 

 Registered Sponsors for weekend w/ 
(2) overnights  

8   Participating SC Alateen Groups  

7 Registered Saturday Only / Adults  

3  Registered Saturday Only  / Teens    

304 Meals Provided  

5 Alateen Speakers  

1 Adult Speaker  

8  Workshops (4 in prior years)   

9 Activities  (6 prior years)   

1 Sponsor Business Meeting  

 

 

 

 



 

Area Alateen Process Person - Susan O. – 

• 41 Certified Alateen Sponsors,   

• 17 newly certified with 3 more sent yesterday which will bring the total to 44. 

• 13 Alateen groups which includes, 3 new groups and 2 more have been sent to WSO this 
week for a total of 15 groups. 
 

Changes for 1012 AMIAS Recertification: 

• Recertification documents will be due to me on April 30 (they will be submitted to WEO 30 days earlier) 

• Will ask that an additional form be completed to indicate if working as a sponsor or a backup and more 
information about the group meeting. 
 

Changes to Certification Application: 

• Documentation of training by trainer. 

• Will ask that an additional form be completed to indicate if working as a sponsor or a backup and more 
information about the group meeting. 

Again want to compliment WSO in their quick responsiveness. 

Alateen – Gene W. – Gene asked if there were any suggestions for South Carolina Alateen Conference for 

2012.  If you have ideas, please let him know.   Also he will be doing a workshop at convention so if anyone 
wants to sponsor it, please let him know. 

Group Services – Joyce H. – All our Districts have come a long way since last January.  It is so good to see 
how quickly changes are sent in to me so that I can send on to WSO.  Hopefully all groups are receiving mail 
from WSO and also from the Area.  If there are GR’s or CMA’s that are not receiving their mail, please let me 
know.  Let’s keep up this great job and we might sail right through the next 2 years. 

Archives – Linda R. – Linda will be doing interviews with old-timers that have been around when South 

Carolina Al-Anon was new in the state.  That is her big project for this time.  She has also working on filling her 
treasure-trove to rebuild the archives for South Carolina. 

Literature – Nan M. –  For all the Group Reps your District Reps were given a sharing sheet at AWSC to 
distribute in your groups on submitting writings for the new piece of literature called Intimacy In Alcoholic 
Relationships. You may also find the sharing sheet on the WSO website. Consider using a meeting time or your 
all day time to complete these and share your experience strength and hope with the rest of Al Anon. Recovery 
multiplies when we give it away. 
   Also at the WSO members website (www.al-anon.org/members) there is still a need for sharing’s for the 

Legacies Workbook.  Let members know they can post their sharing on any of the three Legacy blogs.  The 
WSO hopes the workbook will be available at the 2013 Al Anon International Convention in Vancouver, BC. 

   Reminder: don't forget our newest book Many Voices, One Journey (B-31).  The book is full of recovery and 
well formatted to be easily used within a meeting.  It has small sections of text followed by questions that will 

stimulate a sharing.  I find it very awakening when my home group uses different literature than is common. 
   At the Al Anon Convention in February I will have a literature table with some book sales, freebies, sharing 
sheets, and Newsletters from the Raleigh Distribution Center.  It will be located on the third floor outside of the 
speaker room.  I will use an honor system again this year.    
   Important: Group Reps please obtain from your District Rep a copy of the most recent newsletter from the 

Raleigh Distribution Center. Share this on the group level and consider a contribution to assist them.  As you 
well know many of us contribute to our District, to Area and to WSO as well as to our own home group.  These 
small and consistent contributions assure we preserve our future recovery. The challenge they are having with 
monies is directly related to the economy.  Costs have gone up for the LDCs and they receive no more 
increased monies from selling their literature, cost of books have not changed. The LDCs have always received 
some contributions but have not been dependent on them. Raleigh is a smaller LDC and needs SC to maintain.  
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 to lose this 

resource of recovery simple during this temporary economic struggle we are all having. I have a few copies of 
the newsletter and will have more at convention. 

 

Web Page – Mike M. – I have been busy of the last few months working on the Convention 2013, the two 

Thought Forces, and working on feedback for both of these.  I’ve also had a lot of work that has kept me on the 
road, but work is good.  So hopefully, I’ll be able to dedicate more time over the next couple of months on some 
of the listing updates.  
   Over the last few months, I have been working diligently with Jan H. with the Alateen area of the web, and 
many updates.  We changed and simplified the layout and added several documents for the Alateen group.  I 
would like to thank Jan for her patience and coordination on this area.  

   I’ve been working on the meeting listings, and I think they are all caught up.  If someone see’s something that 
needs updating, please let Joyce and myself know.  
   I’ll be starting on the new listings for the meetings.  I want to look at the listings from the perspective of the 
new person, who is looking for a meeting.  So with that in mind, I plan to develop a listing by county.  What 
would help is if, the DRs could look at the current District listing on the web, give me a list with the name of the 

meeting, the city, and tell which what county they are in.  This will help speed up the process of getting this task 
completed.  You can copy the info from the web, add the county, and that would help tremendously.  If you wish 

to help, just email the information to melting@cfl.rr.com, or to the webmaster@al-anon-sc.org .  
   I would like to thank those DRs who have already sent me their information.  Since my request two weeks 
ago, I have had three districts and one area to respond.  I still could use your help, so by all means, please 
provide your input.  If you want to keep it simple, then copy the info from the web by District, and paste it into a 
word processor file, and just add what county each meeting is in.  I’ll take it from there.  (District 10, District 7, 
District 2, Beaufort area have provided inputs)  
   How many people have looked at the home page lately?  How many people know we now have a blog?  We 
have a button on the bottom of the home page labeled “Visit our Feedback Blog”.  Anyone can post feedback on 
the website here, and I monitor this closely.  I receive an email when anyone posts.  In fact, we have already had 

a couple of inputs from visitors to our site.  So take the time to check it out, and I look forward to your inputs. 
   Thank you and I continue to welcome people’s feedback on the web.  Anyone with ideas, I welcome them.  In 
fact, I have had a couple emailed to me, of which I’m also hoping to get worked in, so maybe that will be in the 
upcoming news.  
   Additionally, we have developed a new business card for the Area.  We need to get several thousand printed.  
I would like to give this business to a fellow member of the fellowship.  Does anyone here know of someone who 
does printing?  Could you please go back to your groups, and ask your members.  If they know someone, have 
them to go to our website and send me an email.  It can be sent to webmaster@al-anon-sc.org.  

 

2012 Convention Chair – Janet L. – Convention is just four weeks away: 
 

� Registration:  148 people registered as of Friday, Jan. 20th 

 

� Hotel rooms reserved:  over 100.  We have met our minimum; the hotel has extended the 

group rate through Sunday, the 22nd

. 

 

� Programs:  on the table at back, take one and share with your group. 
 

� T-shirts:  we will take orders through today. 
 

� Quilt raffle tickets and money:  Kurt O. has hung up the quilt for display.  Give raffle ticket 

money to Jane K. and tickets with names to Sara K. 
 

� Gift baskets:  Leave on table at back.  Label with your group name. 
 

� Volunteers:  We invite you to join us in the Hospitality Room.  The sign-up sheet is next to 
Programs on table at back. 

 



� We’re ready—all we need is you!  
 

2013 Convention Chair – John C. – Volunteers are still needed to help with the convention.  It was announced 
that we would be meeting in the Red Room during the lunch break at Area Assembly.  The location has been 
selected in Myrtle Beach and our bank account is read to receive our Seed Money.  (Treasurer Fran B. noted 
that the check has been sent.) 
 

Reflector Editor – Diane F. –Diane let the members know that the next Reflector deadline is May 10, 2012.   

You can also find these on the South Carolina website.   

 

Forum Coordinator – Susan E.  – Susan announced that member’s who are here for the first time need to 

take a ticket that is being passed out for a drawing. The drawing is for a Forum subscription. The winner was 

Tony W.  Report – Reposted from January 7, 2012 AWSC - I will have a Forum Display at both Assembly and 
Convention. Please stop by and have a look.  I would like the Group Representatives to continue to encourage 
members of their group to both get subscriptions to, and write for, The Forum. I will have subscription forms 
and Forum Writing forms available at Assembly and Convention.  CONVENTION 2012 - At convention I will 

have a Forum display and will draw for 4 subscriptions for people attending their first convention. I will be 
running a Forum writing session that is tentatively scheduled for 3pm until 4pm on Friday. You do not have to 
have any experience writing and it should be lots of fun. I would love to do more writing workshops either at 

your district or your group. Just let me know.  My e-mail is Randomfarm@aol.com  Please put AFG Forum in 
Reference line. 

 

Public Outreach – Nancy G. – Reposted from January 7, 2012 AWSC - Big news!!! There is a new multi-

purpose Public Outreach video on DVD.  It has three primary audiences; Adults who might be affected by 
someone else’s drinking, Teens who might be affected by someone else’s drinking and Professionals who might 
be in a position to refer patients, clients, customers and students to Al-Anon and Alateen meetings.  Decide 
who you think would best benefit from this – school, colleges, guidance counselors, police, clergy – it is $5.00. 

    Remind the membership to take the WSO survey, it is easy and quick and check out the new WSO website, 

as well as the state website… 

    Districts continue to send out Letters to the Professionals, Clergy and Police, attending Health Fairs around 
their cities and towns to promote Al-Anon and Alateen, setting up booths to give out literature at Alcohol 

awareness functions.  They are passing out literature, meeting lists and old Forums at various places, they 
continue to “forget” Al-Anon/Alateen literature on purpose in a variety of public places, MD and dentist offices 
as well as other public buildings.  Institution meetings are being held in Treatment Centers, in Inpatient Psych 
Hospital and our District was asked to attend Drug Court. 
   *** It is time to reorder 2012 “Al-Anon Faces Alcoholism“  Order a lot and get them out to the professionals 
in your cities and towns.  Be sure to order the 400 fee “Crying House” bookmarks with every book order, these 
can be given out at meetings for the membership distribute.  
   Once again, we are going to be giving Public    Outreach money to the District that gets their report to me 
one month ahead of the Reflector deadline; $50 for the first report and $35 for second report I receive.  So 
mark your calendars, the next Reflector deadline is May 10th, so District Public Outreach Coordinator’s, get 
your big red pen out and get your report to me in April and get some extra monies for your Public Outreach 
budget!!  Let’s let South Carolina know that Al-Anon/Alateen is alive in our state and how and where to find us! 
 

Business:     

 

Motion:  Because there was much anticipated discussion about this motion, Jeri suggested some 
guidelines to make sure that all voices were heard, and momentum moved forward toward a 

conclusion.  After much discussion from both sides of a very controversial issue, Gail E. called for a 

motion “to now put the motion to a vote” and seconded by Richard D.  After a vote there were 52 

approvals.   

   The motion: (only Group Representatives have a vote) 

- To dissolve the action committees except for public outreach. 

- Rationale:  The action committees have not been productive in their present structure. 
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tions – Motion Passed 

 

Motion to Adjourn Area Assembly –  

Close with Lord’s Prayer and Al-Anon/Alateen Declaration - “LET IT BEGIN WITH ME” When Anyone Anywhere 
Reaches Out For Help, Let The Hand of Al-Anon and Alateen Always Be There and Let It Begin With Me  

Respectfully Submitted,  

Melanie Martin 

Area Secretary/Area 50/Panel 51 

DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS: 

DISTRICT 1 – Karen L. - 

      

 DISTRICT 2 - Gayle E. - Reposted from January 7, 2012 AWSC - What a celebration!  Lancaster 

Co-ed AFG, Lancaster, has celebrated its 29
th

 Anniversary! 
      Our District 2 meeting was held November 20, 2011, with Chester AFG hosting at the Armenia 
United Methodist Church, Chester.  Shirley S. and Rita B., District 2 Alternate Representative, 
presented “Thankfulness and What Does It Take To Be a GR.” 

      Our next District 2 meeting will be Sunday, January 22, 2012, at the Serenity Club, Rock Hill, 
from 2-4:00 P.M. 

     We have two group changes:  Came to Believe In Inman AFG is no longer active, and Monday 
AFG has changed its name to Hope For Today AFG.  It continues to meet at 8:00 P.M. on Monday at 
St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church, 4180 HWY 9, Boiling Springs, SC. 
 

DISTRICT 3 - Jane K. – District 3’s next district meeting will be hosted by our youngest group in the 
district, Entirely Ready on March 3, 2012.  We plan to celebrate Lois’s birthday and also get our 
delegate gifts ready to ship.  Our district All Day is scheduled for May 19 and will be hosted by 
Nowhere But Up.  We will be making plans for this event at our next district meeting.  Many of our 
district members helped with the 2012 Convention and had a great time.  We have learned the 
true meaning of “When I Got Busy, I Got Better.” 

 

DISTRICT 4 – Margaret L. - Reposted from January 7, 2012 AWSC - District Four is pleased to 
share our latest news with fellow members of Al-Anon in SC. We have just completed the first year 
of the current panel of office-holders and look forward to a great year ahead. We held our Holiday 
Dinner to wind up the year on December 10, 2011 and heard an inspiring speaker who had never 
spoken before. He picked a Holiday Dinner to break the ice! What a wonderful message he offered, 
sharing why he came to Al-Anon in the first place and why he keeps coming back. 
     We have focused a good deal on Alateen this past year and now have three certified Alateen 
sponsors and a couple of more with applications in the works. As we build our team of sponsors, we 
also are trying to build up the membership. Funny thing about teenagers: they keep growing up! Our 
District Four Alateen Coordinator, Barb H, is working on contacting school counselors in our area to 
let them know we are here and can help. We are pleased that we can now print the Alateen 
meeting in our schedule and we have two former Alateen meetings that may be revived, one in 
neighboring Lexington County (District 10) but very close to us. We want to build up the Alateen 
membership as much as possible because this is also (we hope!) part of Al-Anon's future. 

     We currently have 18 Al-Anon groups and one active Alateen group in District 4. One of our Al-
Anon groups is thinking of expanding to a third meeting each week. Sparkleberry AFG is considering 
adding Sunday evening at 6 PM to their current Mondays and Thursdays at 7:30 PM. This would be 

really wonderful since we have not had a Sunday meeting on our schedule in many years. Don't be 
confused by our schedule; because of the proximity of Lexington County and Camden in Kershaw 
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 meetings from District 5 on our 

schedule. They are all in the greater Columbia area. 
     We have decided on our District meeting dates for 2012: January 8 (just completed), March 11, 
May 6 (usually the second Sunday of each odd-numbered month, but we don't want to conflict with 

Mother's Day!), July 8, September 9 and November 11 (might have to move that because it is a 
three-day weekend). We plan to invite the Area Delegate, Jan R, to give her report after her WSO 
Conference and look forward to her visit. 

     Our District Four Public Outreach Coordinator, Maris B, reports the following: 
     District Four has been chugging along spreading the word of Al-Anon to professionals, 
institutions and, of course, everyday people. We have distributed all of our Al-Anon Faces Alcoholism 

2011 booklets, and we have ordered the 2012 booklets to be distributed in the spring. We are 
gearing up for March 4th, Remember to Forget (a piece of literature and a schedule) in honor of 
Lois' birthday. New Al-Anon business cards should be coming soon. We will be ordering many of the 
Crying House bookmarks as well as the free literature for professionals to distribute at high schools 
and treatment centers. 

     We continue to encourage group members to order and write articles for the Forum and the 

new book on intimacy. Thanks for everyone's help. Maris B. 
     District 4 is also one of the four host districts for the 2012 Convention coming up in February. 
We are proud of our own Janet L who has done an outstanding job of chairing the Convention 

Planning Committee, along with all the other great Committee members' participation. We heard 
that Participation is the Key to Harmony, and we believe it. Can't wait to get to Myrtle Beach! 
 

DISTRICT 5 – Dian R. – 

  

DISTRICT 6 – John C. -     

 

DISTRICT 7 - Dennis V. -  

 

DISTRICT 8 – Mary Ellen R. –  

  

DISTRICT 9 – Dale C. – Reposted from January 7, 2012 AWSC - District 9 had a wonderful 

Holiday Dinner in December.  Cynthia Y. from Greenville gave an excellent talk.  As I think back over 
the past year, I am grateful for all that District 9 has accomplished and excited for all we hope to get 
done in 2012.  We have our first district meeting of the year on Tuesday, January 17, and have 
many plans to discuss.  We will be giving each group copies of “Al-anon faces Alcoholism 2012” to 

pass around to counselors, pastors, and other places the public can read them.  We have 14 
groups in District 9 at present and one of those groups meets a second time a week for a book 
study. 
     Our district Alternate GR and Publicity Coordinator, Jan S., has been doing a marvelous job.  We 
won the area money again this time because she is so faithful to turn in her report.  She has 
organized an outreach meeting to the Phoenix Center in Greenville that begins next month and is 

holding the first meeting there. 
I wish all of you a serene year in 2012 and hope to see you at the convention! 
 

 DISTRICT 10 - Marie J. – Reposted from January 7, 2012 AWSC - Greetings from District 10!  
District 10 met October 23, 2011, at Oak Leaf Village. Information from the October assembly was 
shared.  All groups were reminded that Fran Beckham is our current state treasurer.  The 

upcoming 2012 Convention flyers and quilt information were also provided to each group.   
   We have some new faces in District 10.  Trish P. is the new GR for Airport AFG.  Diane L. is our 

new District Secretary. Gail F. is our new Alt DR.  Our next meeting is February 5, 2012. 


